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Instructions
for Taking the Test
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Read the rules and regulations carefully before the test:

1.  Switch off your mobile phone and electronic devices.

2. Manage your time strictly to 20 minutes per passage, reading
questions first to guide your skimming and scanning for answers,
always paying close attention to word limits and matching synonyms.

3. Read the instructions thoroughly before answering the questions.

4. Read the questions carefully to avoid silly mistakes.
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General Reading Practice Test 46

Talking point

01

A. Knowing a second language energises children’s cleverness and makes their career
opportunities more optimistic. But the truth is, in New Zealand, speakers of two or more
languages are in the minority, like in many other English-speaking countries. 84% of New
Zealanders speak only one language. This goes to a small number who claim to talk two or
more languages - a small percentage of whom were born in New Zealand.

B. No matter how proud people are of their cultural language, to speak any language other
than English makes a difference here. That’s why 80-year-old Tiffany Dvorak no longer
desires to speak her mother language, German, and 80-year-old Ani Powell is ashamed when
people comment on the fact that she is able to speak Maori *. As Joanne Powell, Ani’s mother
points out: ‘In Europe, it’s not uncommon for kids to be bilingual. There are some people in
New Zealand who think that if you speak a different language to your kids, you are not
allowing them to become members of the community.

C. But in reality, the general agreement among professionals is that knowing a second
language is useful for children. Specialists accept that bilinguals - people who speak two
languages - have a clear understanding benefit over their monolingual schoolmates. This
relies on how much of each language they can speak, not on which language is used, so it
doesn’t matter whether they are discovering Maori or German or Chinese, or any other
language.

D. Cathie Elder, a professor of Language Teaching and Learning at Auckland University, says,
‘A lot of analyses have shown that children who speak more than one language sometimes
learn one language more slowly, but in the end, they do as well as their monolingual
schoolmates, and usually better, in other subjects. The view is that there is an improvement
in general brightness from the struggle of discovering another language.’

E. Bilinguals also show greater creativity and problem-solving capability, and they learn
further languages more efficiently.’ So with all of the advantages, why do we not show more
confidence in learning other languages? Parents and teachers involved in bilingual education
say stress from friends at school, general perspectives of other languages in English-speaking
countries, and issues in the school system are to blame.
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Talking Point IELTS Reading Questions

Questions 1-5

Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A–G, below.

Write the correct letter, A-G, as your answer to each question.

1.In New Zealand, speakers of two or more languages are in the minority, like in
2.Eighty four percent of New Zealanders
3.Tiffany Dvorak no longer desires
4.The general agreement among professionals is that knowing
5.Bilinguals also show greater creativity and problem-solving capability, and

List of Endings

A. they learn further languages more efficiently.
B. many other English-speaking countries
C. to speak her mother language
D. in the school system are to blame
E. a second language is useful for children
F. speak only one language
G. discovering another language
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Answers for IELTS General Reading Practice Test 46

How many questions did you get right?

       

         info.getieltspdf@gmail.com
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1. B 2. F 3. C 4. E

5. A

Correct
Answers
(Out of 5)

Your Next Step

1 – 2
Want to fix your low score? Get 1-on-1 coaching.
Apply Coupon: WELCOME25 for 25% off
                             9597306237

3
Enroll in our IELTS live group class led by 5+ yrs
experienced trainers. 
                              9597306237

4
Take 3 full-length practice tests for just ₹799/-
                              9597306237

5
You’re almost there! Use our daily reading practice
lessons to reach your full potential.
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