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The IELTS Listening test includes four audio recordings and 40 questions in total. Among the

six IELTS listening question types, Multiple Choice questions are often seen as the trickiest.

Here, you’ll be given a question followed by three possible answers. You must choose the

correct one based on what you hear. These questions test your ability to catch specific details

and also understand the main ideas in a conversation or monologue.

To tackle this task, you need strong listening skills, especially the ability to follow the flow of

information and recognize paraphrasing. Our PDF includes sample questions that reflect real

test conditions, complete with answer keys and explanations. Use them to sharpen your

strategy and boost your score.

What is IELTS Listening Multiple Choice Questions?

IELTS Listening Multiple Choice is one of the six task types in the Listening section, often

considered tricky by many test-takers. In this task, you’ll listen to recordings and answer

questions by selecting the correct option from a set of choices. These questions test your

ability to catch key details, understand main ideas, and follow the flow of a conversation or

speech.

There are mainly four types of multiple choice questions:

Short Answer Multiple Choice – You’re given a question or statement and must choose

the most suitable answer from three or four options. This type tests your ability to identify

specific facts or details in the audio.

Sentence Completion Multiple Choice – A sentence is given with a missing part, and you

need to select the option that best completes it. These questions assess your skill in

following the speaker’s logic and tone.
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Picture-Based Multiple Choice – You’ll see pictures as answer options and must
choose the correct one based on the audio. This type requires strong visual
understanding and careful listening for descriptive language or directions.
List Multiple Choice – A single question is followed by a list of several options, and
you must choose more than one correct answer. These questions test your ability to
remember multiple pieces of information from the recording.

To answer correctly, you need to listen carefully, follow instructions, and identify specific
information as well as paraphrased language.

IELTS Listening Multiple Choice Questions Practice Tests

To help you become familiar with the question format and improve your answering skills,
we’ve provided IELTS Listening Multiple Choice practice tests. These samples are
designed to mirror actual exam conditions and focus on identifying key points, main
ideas, and specific details in conversations or monologues. Use these practice sets to
sharpen your listening accuracy and download the PDF with answers for review.

Bus Pass Application Form Listening Practice Test

We have given a bus pass application form listening practice test to level up your
answering skills required to get above band score 7. 

Questions 35-40

Choose the correct letters A-C, Write answers next to 35-40 on your answer sheet.

35. The coelacanth was_____

A. well known to Indonesian fishermen.
B. unknown to Indonesian fishermen.
C. a first in the market.

36. The only difference between the Comoros coelacanth and the Sulawesi coelacanth
is_____

A. their intracranial joint.
B. their paired fins.
C. their colour.
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37. Coelacanths seemed to have their greatest population_____

A. 360 million years ago.

B. 240 million years ago.

C. 80 million years ago.

38. Modem coelacanths probably left no fossilised remains over the past 80 million years

because___

A. of too much clay sediment.

B. conditions where they lived were not favourable for fossilisation.

C. volcanoes are needed for fossilisation.

39. Scientists had a better understanding of the coelacanth after 1991 because_____

A. The French government had previously limited study on the Comoros coelacanth.

B. Comoros were far away and difficult to reach.

C. Comoros opened an airport.

40. On the 1991 expedition, scientists studied the coelacanth_______

A. only from fishermen’s specimens.

B. through the windows of their submarine.

C. from diving down.

Bus Pass Application Form Listening Answers

35. A. well known to Indonesian fishermen.
Explanation: However, scientists were amazed when on July the 30th 1998 an American

scientist discovered a coelacanth population in Indonesia. 
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36. C. their colour
Explanation: …perhaps the most interesting feature of the coelacanth is that it has paired

lobed fins which move in a similar fashion to our arms and legs. Silicons also have an extra

lobe on their tail and a vertebral column that is not fully developed they are the only living

animal to have a fully functional intracranial joint…

37. B. 240 million years ago.
Explanation: Coelacanths are known from the fossil record dating back over 360 million years

and peaked in abundance about 240 million years ago before 1938 they were believed to have

become extinct approximately 80 million years ago after mysteriously disappearing from the

fossil record.

38. B. conditions where they lived were not favourable for fossilisation.
Explanation: …before 1938 they were believed to have become extinct approximately 80

million years ago after mysteriously disappearing from the fossil record.

39. A. the French government had previously limited study on the Comoros coelacanth.
Explanation: French restrictions on research were lifted and this allowed scientists to study

the fish off the commerce islands as the animal hides in underwater caves some 300 to 700

feet down during the day and comes out at night to feed.

40. B. through the windows of their submarine.
Explanation: Diving is not an option and previously only fishermen specimens had been

available for study but this time the scientists had their own submarine so they could study

the coelacanth in its natural habitat through portholes.

IELTS Listening  Multiple Choice Questions Tips and Strategy (H2)
Apply the following tips while preparing for IELTS Listening Multiple Choice questions to

improve your accuracy and boost your score:

1.Highlight keywords in the question – Underline or note the main words in the question

before the recording starts. These will help you stay focused and spot the right answer as

you listen.
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2. Compare similar options – Read all the answer choices carefully and note the ones that

seem alike. Understand the small differences to avoid confusion during the test.

3. Avoid word traps – Don’t pick an option just because you hear the same word in the audio.

IELTS often uses this technique to mislead, so think about the meaning, not just the words.

4. Manage your time wisely – If you’re unsure about a question, skip it and move on. Come

back later if time allows—this helps you avoid losing marks elsewhere.

5. Practice with real papers – Use authentic IELTS listening tests to regularly practice MCQs.

This helps you get comfortable with question styles and pacing.

6. Watch for signal words – Words like "but", "however", or "although" can indicate a change

or correction. Listen closely when you hear them—they often lead to the correct answer.

7. Read instructions carefully – You're usually asked to choose a letter (A, B, C), not write out

a word. Make sure you transfer your answers correctly to avoid careless mistakes.

8. Know the question type – Understand whether it’s short-answer, sentence completion, or

picture/list based. Recognizing the type can help you approach the question more confidently.

9. Stay alert throughout – Even if an option seems correct early on, keep listening. The

speaker might give more clues or corrections later in the recording.

10. Think in synonyms and paraphrases – The words in the recording may not match exactly

with the options. Learn to recognize alternative words and similar meanings to find the right

choice.

Conclusion:
Achieving a great IELTS score is key to your study abroad dreams and accessing your dream

university. Explore our expert study abroad services, including visa assistance, by contacting

us for a free consultation today.
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