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IELTS Coherence and Cohesion PDF

In the IELTS Writing test, Coherence and Cohesion are crucial for both Task 1 and Task 2,
making up a significant part of your score. Understanding them and knowing how to apply
them effectively in your writing is important.

Coherence is about the logical organization of your ideas through clear paragraph structure
and sequencing. Cohesion, on the other hand, refers to how your sentences and paragraphs
are connected using linguistic devices.

Achieving good coherence means having a clear essay structure with strong topic sentences,
well-developed supporting sentences, and logical progression within each paragraph.
Cohesion uses transition words, pronouns, and other references to smoothly link ideas.

What is Coherence?
Coherence refers to the natural and logical connection of ideas within your writing. It ensures
your thoughts flow smoothly from a clear beginning, through the middle, to an end, making
them easy to follow.

What is Cohesion?
Cohesion refers to the words and phrases that seamlessly connect your sentences throughout
your writing. It ensures a smooth grammatical flow from one sentence to the next, from start
to finish.

Examples of IELTS Coherence and Cohesion

We have given two sample essays to illustrate how coherence and cohesion are used in the
essay. Use these as a reference to figure out the ways to make your essay coherent and
cohesive.
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Sample Essay - Coherence

The following essay deals with who should take decisions for the people, the government or
the people. It contains four paragraphs and each one flows logically and emphasises the point
clearly. We highlight the features of coherence in the essay which can help you to understand
the impact of coherence. 

Question/Topic: Should Governments Make Decisions About People’s Lifestyles, Or Should People
Make Their Own Decisions?

Some people believe that the government should make decisions for the people. In my
opinion, people should make decisions for themselves and authorities should not
interfere with the people's lifestyle.

Firstly, if people make their own decisions, they can live up to their standards and values. It
also gives them autonomy in their life. This freedom and autonomy are important for
happiness. Different people have different choices, goals, and values. Some people want to
earn money and live a luxurious life. Some others want to devote themselves to spiritual life.
So, it is difficult for the government to create a standard set of decisions for all the people. And,
if the government does that, then the people will not be happier and eventually, it becomes a
totalitarian state. 

Secondly, the state will prosper if the people decide on their goals to pursue. Each individual
has a different set of capabilities and abilities. This mixture of capabilities makes them create
unique goals. Thus, it would give a new dimension to the state. The state will be developed in
many different ways. The task of the government would be to nourish and support individuals
to reach their fullest potential. Then. It will be a win-win game. 

In conclusion, as I argued, I believe that people should make their own decisions to be happier
and betterment of the state. The government should not interfere with the people’s decisions,
instead, it must show the way to actualize their decisions.
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Introduction

Some people believe that the government should make
decisions for the people. In my opinion, people should
make decisions for themselves and authorities should
not interfere with people's lifestyles.

1st Argument

Firstly, if people make their own decisions, then they
can live up to their standards and values. It also gives
them autonomy in their life. This freedom and
autonomy are important for happiness. Different
people have different choices, goals, and values.
Some people want to earn money and live a
luxurious life. Some others want to devote
themselves to spiritual life. So, it is difficult for the
government to create a standard set of decisions for
all the people. And, if the government does that,
then the people will not be happier and eventually it
becomes a totalitarian state.

2nd Argument

Secondly, the state will prosper if the people decide on
their goals to pursue. Each individual has a different set
of capabilities and abilities. This mixture of capabilities
makes them create unique goals. Thus, it would give a
new dimension to the state. The state will be developed
in many different ways. The task of the government
would be to nourish and support individuals to reach
their fullest potential. Then, It will be a win-win game.

Conclusion

In conclusion, as I argued, I believe that people
should make their own decisions to be happier and

betterment of the state. Government should not
interfere with the people’s decisions, instead, it must

show the way to actualize their decisions.
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