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Paraphrasing in IELTS

Paraphrasing is absolutely critical for achieving a high score in IELTS Writing Task 2. It's how you

showcase a diverse vocabulary and varied sentence structures—both vital for boosting your

Lexical Resource and Grammatical Range and Accuracy scores. Paraphrasing in IELTS is more

than just rewriting; it's about expressing the same idea in fresh ways, adding depth and

sophistication to your essay.

Many candidates find paraphrasing challenging because it demands precision and creativity.

Simply swapping words for synonyms often results in awkward sentences or even altered

meanings, which can negatively impact your score. That's why this guide provides

comprehensive advice on different techniques involved in paraphrase IELTS and explains

exactly how they’ll help you achieve your target IELTS score.

What is Paraphrasing in IELTS?

Paraphrasing in IELTS involves rephrasing a sentence or paragraph using different words

while retaining the original meaning. In the IELTS writing section, it's a widely used technique

to showcase a broad range of vocabulary.

Let's look at an example:

Original sentence: Consumer started to spend more money on online shopping

Paraphrased sentence: Recently, people spent huge amounts of money on online

shopping.

To achieve a high score in your IELTS Writing test, it's essential to develop strong paraphrasing

skills. This shows that you can grasp a concept well enough to express it in your own words.

Let’s explore how you can paraphrase effectively and confidently!
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Top 5 IELTS Paraphrasing Strategies
You can effectively rephrase IELTS questions or sentences without losing any meaning. Here

are the key methods to use when paraphrasing for your IELTS test:

1. Using Synonyms
One straightforward way to paraphrase is by swapping out certain words in the original

sentence or question with their synonyms. Using different words that convey the same

meaning demonstrates your language ability and a broad range of vocabulary. We'll look at an

example of how to use synonyms for paraphrasing in IELTS.

Example:

Original sentence: Some students work while studying. This often results in lacking time for

education and constantly feeling under pressure. What do you think are the causes of this?

Paraphrased sentence: Certain students do jobs even while doing their studies. This will lead

to a shortage of time spent for studies and drive them into stressful situations.

For your better understanding we’ve mentioned the synonyms below that are used to rephrase

the above writing task 1 question.

Some - certain

Work - job

Results in - lead to

Education - studies

Lack - shortage

Pressure - stress

2. Restructuring Sentences
Paraphrasing isn't just about changing words; you can also rephrase a sentence by altering its

word order. However, when you do this, you'll need to pay close attention to the grammar
and might need to add or remove some words. We'll understand this more clearly by looking at

an example.

Example:

Original sentence: Some of the methods used in advertising are unethical and unacceptable

in today’s society. To what extent do you agree with this view?

Paraphrased sentence: Some of the advertising methods nowadays are unethical and

unacceptable.
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3. Active to Passive Voice Rephrasing
Changing a sentence from active to passive voice is an excellent way to paraphrase. When

you switch to the passive voice, you're emphasizing the subject that receives the action rather

than the person performing it.

Example:

Original sentence: People say obesity is caused by fast foods and aerated drinks. (Active)

Paraphrased sentence: Obesity is said to be caused by fast foods and aerated drinks.

(Passive)

4. Changing the Order of Clauses
A clause is a group of words that includes a subject and a verb. If the question has two clauses,

you can change their order within the sentence. Let's look at an example to see how this

works.

Example:

Original sentence: People become unhealthy because of the sedentary lifestyle.

Paraphrased sentence: Sedentary lifestyle is one of the reasons that people become

unhealthy.

 
5. Altering Grammatical Forms
Another effective way to paraphrase is by changing the grammatical form of words—for

instance, converting verbs from positive to negative forms, or transforming nouns into verbs.

We'll explore how to change nouns into verbs and how to alter the form of verbs within

sentences.

Example
Noun to verb:

College education (noun) - Educated at college (verb)

Verb - positive to negative form:
They say nothing about the event held yesterday.

They didn’t say anything about yesterday's event.
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How to Paraphrase Effectively in IELTS?

To achieve a high band score in the IELTS test, you need more than just knowing paraphrasing

techniques; you also need to understand how to paraphrase correctly and what pitfalls to

avoid. Check out these tips for effective paraphrasing:

Don’t paraphrase every word

Learn vocabulary

Be aware of common mistakes

Paraphrase in a native speaker style

Focus on sentence formation
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